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COURSE OUTLINE

The course will cover 3 broad topic areas:
1.
Ontario's Political History will survey the political history of Ontario from Confederation to the present with emphasis from 1937 to 2005, which includes: the Conservative regime 1943-85, the Liberal/NDP Accord 1985-87, Liberal electoral victory in 1987, the Rae Days and the NDP victory in 1990, and so forth.

2.
Ideology, Culture and Political Parties of Ontario will cover the ideology and function of political parties of Ontario. We will also look at the political culture, the voting patterns and regionalism in Ontario. 

3.
Ontario's Political Structures and Processes will discuss topics including; the role and responsibility of the premier, the cabinet, the governing party, the opposition parties, the legislature and its committees. Also discussed are the agencies, boards, and commissions of Ontario, as well as the civil service, constituencies and the electoral process.
Required Texts:

Graham White.  The Government and Politics of Ontario, (5th ed.), 1997, University of Toronto Press. 
* In addition, select articles will be placed on reserve in the library and will be required reading.

A reading schedule will be provided
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Assignments:

1.
Participation and group discussion – 20%
2.
Presentation – 20%
3.
Research Paper – 30%
4.
Final Exam – 30%
Details for Assignments:
1. A key aspect of your educational experience is the ability to receive information, critically interact with this information and discuss your perspectives in a respectful manner. As such, we will spend some time each class in small group discussion pertaining to questions and issues related to the course material. You will be assessed on your level of participation in the smaller group discussions, and in the larger full class discussion afterwards.

2. The presentation will be 15 minutes in length and will reflect a topic covered through one of the three focus areas for this course. A topic and sign-up schedule will be made available on a first come – first serve basis. Failure to present your topic at the assigned time will result in a zero, unless proof of illness or other extraordinary reason is provided.

3. The research paper will be 15 pages in length and can be on any topic of your choice, so long as this choice reflects one of the focus areas for this course. I would encourage you to speak with me regarding your choice of research question. You may use the same topic as your presentation for the research paper, if you wish.

4. The final exam will include the material covered from all three focus areas of this course.

